Council of the
European Union

Brussels, 8 February 2021
(OR. en)

5983/21

JAI 111

COPEN 59
EUROJUST 18

NOTE

From: General Secretariat of the Council

To: Delegations

Subject: Report on Eurojust’'s Casework on Environmental Crime

Please find attached the Report on Eurojust’s Casework on Environmental Crime, of January 2021.
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ANNEX I

/N 7N EUROJUST
European Union Agency for Criminal Justice Cooperation

P.0. Box 16183 — 2500 BD The Hague * The Netherlands

D210009

The Hague, 04 February 2021

Report on Eurojust’s Casework on Environmental Crime

Dear Madam/Sir,

Environmental crime is the fourth-largest criminal activity in the world, growing at a rate of between
5% and 7 % per year, according to an Interpol and UN Environment Programme estimate. This
increase, combined with the organised, transnational nature of environmental crime, requires
administrative, law enforcement and judicial authorities to adopt a coordinated approach at both
national and international level.

The Report on Eurojust’s Casework on Environmental Crime summarises the experiences encountered
in the nearly 60 cross-border environmental criminal cases referred to Eurojust during the five-year
period from 2014 to 2018. The report provides a concise overview of the legal and operational
challenges arising in such cases. It highlights best practice to help national authorities to overcome
these challenges, build trust, develop sustainable cooperation within the European Union and with
non-EU countries, ensure efficiency during investigations and achieve successful prosecutions.

The Recommendations section of the report proposes solutions to increase the number of
environmental crime cases coordinated at EU level and to improve judicial cooperation on such cases.

This report is aimed at members of public prosecution services and the judiciary in EU Member States
who are dealing with investigations and prosecutions of environmental crime with a cross-horder
dimension. It may also support the work of policymakers and criminal-law practitioners from other
national and EU authorities and bodies involved in combating transnational environmental crime.

We hope you will find this document of interest and remain available for any questions you may have.

Yours sincgrely,

Ladisllav Hamran
President of Eurojust

Phone: +31 70 412 5102 « E-mail: President@eurojust.europa.eu « Fax: +31 70 412 5101 Page 1 of 1
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Chart 2

Total number of cases referred to Eurojust in 2014-2018, per year
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Chart 3
Number of environmental crime cases referred to Eurojust in 2014-2018, per year
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Chart 4

Member States as requested parties in environmental crime cases at Eurojust in 2014-2018,
per number of cases
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Chart 5

Non-EU countries as requested parties in environmental crime cases at Eurojustin 2014-2018,
per number of cases
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Chart 6

Types of envircnmental crime in cases referred to Eurojust in 2014-2018
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Chart 7
Other crimes in environmental crime cases referred to Eurojust in 2014-2018
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